
 

 

 
 

Sutter Health-Kennedy Forum Fellow 
 
 
Made possible by the generous support of Sutter Health, The Kennedy Forum seeks a dynamic, policy-
driven individual for Sutter Health-Kennedy Forum Fellow to advance groundbreaking mental health and 
substance use policy in California. The Fellow will work out of the Steinberg Institute’s offices in 
Sacramento and work closely with staff of The Kennedy Forum, Sutter Health, and the Steinberg 
Institute, as well as with other partners throughout the state. The Fellow is a full-time, non-
exempt/salaried position that will report to the Senior Policy Advisor of The Kennedy Forum. 
 
Job Description  
The Sutter Health-Kennedy Forum Fellow’s role is to advance groundbreaking mental health and 
substance use policy in California through a range of different strategies in order to increase access to 
prevention and treatment services, reduce discrimination, and improve the lives of people living with 
mental health and substance use conditions. The Fellow’s initial term will be eighteen months. 
 
Responsibilities 

• Partner with providers, grassroots organizations, and other stakeholders to educate consumers and 
other stakeholders about mental health and substance use issues, particularly the rights of 
Californians to equitable health insurance coverage under state and federal parity laws  

• Expand the Don’t Deny Me parity consumer-action campaign by working with partners 
throughout California 

• Research policy issues and strategically create compelling, timely materials that drive 
policymakers to action 

• Navigate political and policy landscape to achieve key policy goals, including interacting with 
senior policymakers and other stakeholders 

• Assist with the passage of mental health and substance use legislation, including on mental health 
and addiction parity 

• Track and summarize mental health and substance use legislation in California  
• Help develop tracking metrics to evaluate California’s implementation and enforcement of parity 

laws and health plans’ compliance with those laws 
• Work with The Kennedy Forum, Sutter Health, and Steinberg Institute communications teams in 

advancing parity and mental health equity in California  
• Plan meetings and events that elevate and advance innovative mental health and substance use 

policy ideas by identifying strategic thought leaders, coordinating meetings of leading thinkers, 
developing strategic relationships, and conducting essential research 

 



 

 

Qualifications 
• Strong belief in the mission and values of The Kennedy Forum, including ending discrimination 

against mental health and substance use conditions and increasing access to care 
• Undergraduate degree in government, public policy, or a related field 
• Advanced degree in public policy, public health, or related field preferred 
• Demonstrated commitment to mental health and substance use policy 
• Knowledge of mental health and substance use policy in California 
• Must be a highly-organized individual with the ability to coordinate several projects 

simultaneously 
• Passion and ability to work well in a fast-paced, rapidly changing environment under tight 

deadlines 
• Effective leadership and communication skills 
• Excellent organizational and time management skills 
• Problem solving skills, ability to multi-task, and excellent attention to details 
• Confident and positive personality with ability to be assertive when necessary while maintaining 

a team-oriented approach 
• Able to multitask and work effectively and calmly under pressure 

 
Compensation 
Salary commensurate with experience, gold plan health benefits, retirement and paid leave. 
 
To Apply 
Please submit a cover letter and resume to LWhite@vlpc.com. 
 
About The Kennedy Forum 
The Kennedy Forum was founded by Patrick J. Kennedy in 2014 and is focused on advancing the current 
ideas, policies, and programming in mental health and substance use known to be effective, while shining 
a light on the solutions of the future. We seek to provide leadership toward a common vision: improving 
the lives of individuals living with mental health and substance use conditions, and promoting health 
equity for all. 
 
About The Steinberg Institute 
The Steinberg Institute was created to upend the status quo and dramatically raise the profile and 
increase the effectiveness of mental health policy-making in California. Founded by Sacramento Mayor 
and former state Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, the institute is an independent nonprofit 
organization dedicated to advancing sound public policy and inspiring leadership on issues of brain 
health. 
 
The Kennedy Forum is an Equal Opportunity Employer that values and welcomes diversity and 
encourages all qualified individuals to apply. The Kennedy Forum does not discriminate based on race, 
color, creed, religion, marital status, sexual orientation, sex, gender, gender identity, or expression, 
ancestry, national origin, age, medical, mental health, or substance use conditions, physical or mental 
disability, military or protected veteran status, political affiliation, pregnancy, childbirth or related 
medical condition, genetic information or any other characteristic made unlawful by local, state, or 
federal law. 


